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Saving Two Special Shelter Animals
Although the amount of animals in
need of rescue can be overwhelming,
we know we make a huge impact
every time we help one. Thanks to
having two veterinarians on staff, we
are blessed to be able to help many
animals, including even those with
extreme medical needs. For each
animal we accept from another
shelter, it helps the other animals by
opening up a space, and it relieves
some pressure on the overcrowded
shelter.
Two we have helped this year
are cat Lazarus and dog Tessa. Both
were at shelters seeking help, and
both had experienced some serious
hard times. Lazarus had a gaping,
infected wound on his neck, and
Tessa was skin and bones and
missing a ton of fur. We knew they
needed us and that we could help
them become happy and healthy, so
we took them in.
Lazarus came to us in February. This
poor, sweet kitty was found with a
terrible bite injury to his throat. The
animal control facility who had him
couldn't treat him. If we or another
organization hadn’t accepted him,
they would have been forced to
euthanize him so he wouldn't suffer.
His was transported from five hours

away and QCAWC staff
waited after hours for his
arrival so he could
immediately get the care he
needed. About 8 ounces of
fluid was drained from his
injury. We tested him for
Feline Immunodeficiency
Virus and Feline Leukemia,
and learned he had FIV.

before QCAWC

going home!

The good news is FIV cannot
be transmitted to dogs or
humans and these cats can
have very long lives. The bad
news is it makes it much
harder for them to find
homes. Once Lazarus’
wound healed, though,
something miraculous
before QCAWC
in foster care
happened—the same week
he went up for adoption, an
awesome family decided to take
is fatal when untreated (read page 3
him home. It was exactly one month to learn more). Tessa went to a foster
after his arrival! With no other
home for TLC and went from being
kitties at home, FIV was no big deal
scared of everything to seeking
to them.
attention and enjoying couch potato
life! Now, Tessa has returned to the
Sweet Tessa was also in urgent need shelter for further treatment and soon
of rescue! She had noticeable skin
will be up for adoption. This year, we
issues, but what a picture didn’t
have accepted more than 200 animals
show us is that like Lazarus, she had into our care. Lazarus and Tessa are
an illness we would find out after a
great examples of how Quad City
blood test: Tessa had heartworm
Animal Welfare has been saving
disease, a preventable disease that
animals one life a time since 1977!
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The QCAWC mission is to
operate a shelter for homeless
pets, to support a spay and
neuter program and to provide
humane education.

Celebrating Saving Animals Since 1977
Dear QCAWC Members,
2017 is an especially exciting time at the QCAWC as we celebrate our 40th
anniversary! We never could have reached this milestone without the
contributions of our staff, volunteers, and donors. It is an incredible honor for
me to be associated with an organization that is fully dedicated to helping
animals in need.
The commitment by the staff to assist homeless animals is unparalleled. It is
not uncommon for animals struggling in the shelter setting to be fostered by
employees. The staff is also not deterred from rescuing what some term a
hard to place pet. The staff rises to the occasion to determine how best to
promote these great animals and what services we can provide to make them
easier to adopt.
We continue to focus on providing specialized attention to animals based on
individualized needs. Whether it is teaching better leash manners or working
on socialization skills, we are intent on making the best of the time any pet
spends with us while also hoping to ease the transition process into a new
home.
Throughout 2017 we will be hosting events to celebrate our 40 years. One
very exciting development I can share is that Isabel Bloom has partnered with
us to release a Furever Friends sculpture (see the back page for details on
purchasing!). This sculpture will be sold exclusively at the QCAWC during 2017.
We are grateful to Isabel Bloom for designing this special sculpture for us as in
addition to it commemorating our 40 years, a portion of the proceeds will
benefit the QCAWC.
Thank you for your continued support of the QCAWC!

Visit us on
Becca Skafidas
Facebook! Becca Skafidas
QCAWC Board President
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The Doctor is in: the Scoop on Heartworm Disease
Heartworm disease (HWD) is a serious and potentially
fatal disease caused by foot-long worms that live in the
heart and pulmonary arteries. They can do irreversible
damage to the heart, lungs and associated vessels.
Although the dog is the natural host for heartworms,
cats can also be affected. Heartworms can also infect
other species such as wolves, coyotes, foxes.
The life cycle of the heartworm is complex. Mosquitoes
play a critical role in the heartworm life cycle and
transmission. An adult worm living in the heart of a dog
or coyote produce tiny babies called microfilaria.
Microfilaria circulate in the blood system and when a
mosquito takes a blood meal from the infected animal,
the mosquito then becomes infected. Here is where the
baby larvae develop into the “infective stage.” Then,
when the infected mosquito bites a dog, cat or other
susceptible animal, the infective larvae are deposited
onto the skin of the animal and enter the new host via
the mosquito bite wound. It takes approximately six
months from the infective bite for the microscopic larvae
to develop and travel to the heart and pulmonary vessels
where they become sexually mature and reproduce.
Adult heartworms can live 5-7 years all the while
producing more offspring and spreading disease.
Animals show few or no signs at all in the early stages of
heartworm disease. If the infection persists or there is a
large number of worms in the heart, signs can progress
to a mild persistent cough, fatigue, and weight loss. As
the disease progresses, heart failure can occur causing a
distended belly, difficulty breathing, edema, and even
cardiovascular collapse and death.
Treating HWD is painful and expensive. Treatment
requires at least 2, sometimes 3 injections of
Melarsomine to kill the adult heartworms. The
medication is expensive and treatment can cost between
$600 and $1,500, depending on the size of your pet.
Injections are painful and there can be a lot of localized
inflammation and injection site reactions. Dogs must be
kept under strict activity restriction for 6 weeks. If there
is a large worm burden, surgically removing the worms
can be done. There is no treatment for cats with HWD.
Heartworm disease affects cats differently because they

are not the
natural host. Their
signs are either
typically very mild or
extremely severe.
They exhibit
coughing, vomiting,
or asthma-like
attacks.
Dr. Nichollette Rider,
Unfortunately,
QCAWC Shelter Veterinarian
commonly the first
sign in cats is collapse and sudden death.
All this sounds a little scary, but do you need to worry
about this in Illinois? The answer is yes. Heartworm
disease has been diagnosed in all 50 states. However,
some geographical areas are less risky than others.
Unfortunately, Illinois, especially the southern part of
the state, has a HIGH incidence of heart worm disease.
Since January 2017, QCAWC has already diagnosed two
cases in client owned animals and we have treated five
shelter dogs since January.
Preventing heartworm infection is key! The American
Heartworm Society recommends you “think 12.” Test
your dog every 12 months and give a heartworm
preventative (HWP) once a month year round. Dogs
under seven months can be given HWP monthly and
tested at seven months. They should be tested again
six months later since it takes six months from infection
for a dog to test positive, and again 12 months after
the first test, then yearly after that. If you have an adult
dog that has not been on preventative, you should test
before starting preventative, again in 6 months, then at
12 months after the first test, and annually in the
future. If you miss doses, contact your veterinarian.
Heartworm disease is prevalent in the Midwest and can
be fatal to your pet. The good news is heartworm
disease is preventable! Get your pet tested for
heartworm disease today and keep them on a
preventative monthly for the rest of their lives. For
more information about heartworm disease and
prevention for both dogs and cats, please go to
www.heartwormsociety.org. Visit www.QCAWC.org for
information on our Walk-in Wellness Clinic.
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Furever Friends Isabel Bloom Fundraiser
The Furever Home Isabel
Bloom was created specifically
for our 40th anniversary! This
sculpture will exclusively be
sold through the shelter this
year, with all proceeds
benefiting our shelter!
To be one of the first to own
Furever Home, be sure to preorder this $20 keepsake. You
can do so at either of our
locations or through PayPal at
www.QCAWC.org. All preorders will be available at a
special signing event with
artist Donna Young on
Saturday, April 29, from 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. at Isabel Bloom,
736 Federal St. in Davenport.
After that, they will be
available for pick up and
purchase at the shelter and
clinic. Don’t forget upcoming
holidays and birthdays when
placing your order!

SHELTER HOURS
Monday-Saturday: noon to 5 p.m.
Wednesday: noon to 6 p.m.
Sunday: closed
WELLNESS CLINIC HOURS
Wednesday: 1 to 3:30 p.m.
First Saturday of the Month: 9 a.m. to noon
PHONE
(309) 787-6830
WEBSITE
www.qcawc.org

SAVING ANIMALS ONE LIFE AT A
TIME SINCE 1977

